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1. Significant Purpose 
 The purpose of my presentation is to teach the audience how to get boys to write, and to write 

well.  Teaching writing is a complex job.  There are a million different scenarios that can result in a 

million more outcomes depending on your students’ skill level, gender, previous experience with 

writing, etc…  Much research has been done to assess different aspects of writing, from grammar and 

spelling to content and creativity.  However, what if you have a student who just won’t write at all?  

Most likely, this student is a boy.  Boys do not like to write; in fact, boys HATE writing.   

 Heath & Heath (2008) researched what makes certain ideas memorable so that they leave a 

lasting impact on people.  The idea that boys hate writing is one of these “sticky” ideas.  Teachers 

automatically assume that all boys hate to write.  It is a widely-held belief.  However, it is completely 

wrong.  I have worked with boys for nine years, and have come to understand this urban myth.  In fact, 

my personal teaching experiences have shown me that boys LOVE to write, under the right 

circumstances.   

 If I accomplish nothing else during my presentation, I must get my audience to remember that 

not only can boys write well, but how a teacher can inspire a boy to write well.  I want to “communicate 

the core” of my simple idea (Heath & Heath, 2008 p. 46).  The images I choose for this presentation with 

thus be simple and profound.  I want to be as concrete as possible so that teachers will leave this 

presentation with how they can immediately apply my message in their classroom, with their male 

students. 

The Problem 

 Research on gender differences in education show surprising statistics on how far boys have 

fallen behind girls in school over the last ten years.  Conventional wisdom states that for years, 

educators have encouraged girls to be interested in subjects such as Math and Science in order to get 

more women working in these fields.  However, the unintended side-effect of this push is that no special 

effort has been made to encourage boys’ literacy skills, specifically in Writing.  It has been assumed (and 

still is) that because boys used to score better in certain academic areas, they still do today.  The truth: 

girls dominate in all subject areas over boys.  By the time a boy reaches Kindergarten, he is already 

developmentally two years behind the girls in his class.  This continues throughout his elementary 

career, and by the time he reaches the fifth grade, girls are outperforming him on all standardized tests.  

This is especially true in Writing.  For example, the Colorado State Assessment Program (CSAP) now 
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called the Transitional Colorado Assessment Program (TCAP) shows that 76% of girls score Proficient 

and/or Advanced in Writing, whereas only 58% of boys do (Colorado Department of Education, 2011).  

2. A Picture of the Future 
 I have designed this presentation to give the audience “just enough information to be useful, 

then a little more, then a little more” so that they can immediately begin implementing a boy-friendly 

writing curriculum in their individual classrooms (Heath & Heath, 2008 p. 57).  There is no right answer 

for how to motivate boys to write, or how to teach boys to write.  Instead, I want the audience to leave 

the presentation with a single metaphor: boys are creative writers.  With this metaphor, they can begin 

to “generate new perceptions, explanations, and inventions” (Heath & Heath, 2008 p. 60) with regards 

to their Writing instruction.     

 For example, before my presentation, a teacher might have encountered a reluctant male 

student who cannot seem to get his thoughts down on paper.  This teacher may begin to categorize this 

boy (either consciously or subconsciously) as disobedient, subversive, or unintelligent.  After I 

communicate my core concept: boys are creative writers, this same teacher may now look at this same 

set of students and start to question other aspects of the instruction or curriculum. 

1. Is my writing assignment boy-friendly? If not, how can I make it more appealing to my boys? 

2. Have I given this boy enough choice in how he completes this writing assignment? How can I 

offer more choice, and still have him complete the assignment’s requirements? 

3. What are some other mediums, beside paper and pencil that I can use with this boy to allow him 

to write? 

Learning Objectives 

 I will refer to my audience as students to simplify the presentation’s learning goals. 

1. Students will be able to clearly communicate my core message: boys are creative writers. 

a. I will determine that students have accomplished this goal by one of two ways: (1) 

students will verbally communicate the core message of my presentation; or (2) 

students will write down the core message of my presentation.   

2. Students will be able to clearly communicate at least three reasons for why there is a gender 

achievement gap in the United States. 

a. My presentation is designed to be delivered to my colleagues at a staff meeting.  I will 

not be testing the staff on the content of the presentation; however, I could use a pre 

and post assessment to determine if the students have accomplished this goal.  For 

example, before the presentation, I would display current achievement gap data and 

elicit a discussion about why boys seem to score so poorly in Writing on CSAP/TCAP.   I 
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would then have students write down as many reasons as they could for the reasoning 

behind this gap.  After the presentation, I would display the same data and have 

students answer the same question: why do boys underperform in Writing on 

standardized tests?  

3. Students will be able to list at least five ways they can make their classrooms more boy-friendly. 

a. I will determine that students have accomplished this goal by having them list ways to 

make their Writing classroom more boy-friendly.  I want specific examples that are 

related to each audience member’s particular classroom. 

4. Students will be able to clearly communicate how a writing conference for a boy differs from 

that of other students. 

a. After the presentation, I will distribute an anonymous sample piece of writing and have 

students begin to mentally plan a conference with this student.   Students will then 

come to the front of the room to enact that Writing conference.  Most likely, they will 

display a traditional Writing conference about the sample piece of writing. 

b. Once I announce the gender of the writer, we will review core message of the 

presentation and some specific details about a boy-friendly Writing conference.  I will 

then have students come to the front of the room to enact a boy-friendly Writing 

conference with this student.   

c. After both enactments, we will debrief using a “Double-Bubble” Thinking Map or a 

traditional Venn diagram contrasting both conferences. 

 If my purpose is achieved, future classrooms will be boy-friendly using any of the presented 

details: 

 Boy writers will have more choice in their writing, including comics, scary stories, and narratives 

that include gross humor, violence, and/or video games 

 Boy writers will be allowed to be social during a Writing lesson 

 Boy writers will have a specific purpose for their writing assignments 

 Boy writers will take more risks in their writing 

 Boy writers will use various mediums or Web 2.0 tools to write 

 I want classrooms where all students, especially boys, feel comfortable writing, sharing that 

writing, and taking risks with their writing.  I want classrooms where all students, especially boys, enjoy 

writing and see themselves as writers.  I want the idea that boys are creative writers to stick with 

teachers, but more importantly with the boys themselves. 
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3. Clear Design Values  

 “Design, at its most fundamental level, is about finding solutions.  It is in our interest as 
professionals to become more knowledgeable about design in general and graphic design and visual 
communication in particular” (Reynolds, 2010, p. 27).  I designed my presentation with the intent of 
communicating the solution to a very real problem in public education; namely that boys do not 
perform as well as girls in all subject areas, but especially in writing.  The conventional wisdom amongst 
teachers today is that boys are lazy, unmotivated, and uninterested in Writing.  However, my 
presentation will leave the audience with this simple statement: boys are creative writers.   

Design Decision #1 

 I want to communicate an unconventional truth about boys and Writing.  To do so, I knew that I 
would need to “design for the last row” (Reynolds, 2010, p. 34), but not solely in the way that Reynolds 
(2010) states.  My message is big, so I want my images to be large, full-screen pictures.  This design 
decision came from the experience of various professional development presentations where those 
least interested in the topic discussed, tend to sit in the back of the room.  I want my audience to see 
clearly my message through both text, but mainly through my use of effective images.    

 For example, my opening slide shows a frustrated male student sitting in a classroom, probably 
during a Writing lesson.  The rest of the students are not in focus because I want the boy’s anxiety over 
the proposed writing assignment to be the focus.  It should not matter who else is in the class, or how 
they are feeling; the only thing that should matter is my core message: boys hate Writing.  The 
subsequent slide is a visual metaphor for how boys feel during Writing.  Their frustrations lead them to 
want to bang their heads upon their desks rather than suffer through the assignment.   

 I want the audience to not only feel the frustration, but also be shocked by the almost graphic 
nature of this frustration.  Male students would rather bang their heads on their desks than write?  It is 
shocking, but true.   

 Since “pictures and text follow very different rules” during a presentation, I wanted my font 
sizes to compliment each image (Medina, 2008, p. 233).  All of my font sizes are 48-point and bolded 
Georgia font.  I wanted to use a minimum of text, but have that text large enough for quick recognition.  
However, nowhere in my presentation did I want the text to overrule the image.  48-point, bolded font 
supplemented my images without overpowering them.  I want my audience to recognize the core 
message in each slide.  “The more visual the input becomes, the more likely it is to be recognized—and 
recalled” (Medina, 2008, p. 233).  I designed my presentation in order to capitalize on this “pictorial 
superiority effect” (Medina, 2008).     

Design Decision #2 

 I wanted to use color effectively throughout my presentation.  75% of my slides are in full color, 
as compared to 25% in black and white.  “Color is the fundamental way we identify objects in the world.  
Our visual system is designed to instantly recognize different colors, especially those that stand out from 
their backgrounds…” (Reynolds, 2010, p. 76).  As a teacher, I have found more success with gaining and 
holding the attention of my male students using color.  So, it only makes sense to use these same 
strategies when creating a presentation about how to engage male writers in the classroom.   

 Nonetheless, I still have a fourth of my presentation in black and white.  In these slides, I wanted 
to “express the essence with less” (Reynolds, 2010, p. 65).  For example, Slide 8: Boys versus Girls has a 
clear purpose.  I want to illustrate the differences between the male and female student, and thus, 
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writer.  Boys and girls have different needs when it comes to a writing classroom and I felt that Slide 8 
expresses this simply and clearly. 

Design Decision #3 

 All of my images use a “generative analogy” (Heath & Heath, 2008 p. 60) in some way to make 
my core message “stick.”  Even though my message, boys are creative writers is not terribly complex, it 
is a strong-held urban myth.  I have the charge, then, to “unstuck” this message and replace it with my 
own.  Images hold better attention than text, and “better attention always equals better learning” 
(Medina, 2008, p. 74).  These analogies accomplish two different tasks. 

1.  They use emotion to get the audience’s attention. 

 If I want my audience to remember my message, I need to engage their executive functioning 
and emotional centers of the brain, the prefrontal cortex and amygdala accordingly.  For example, Slides 
4: Gross Humor and 6: Why Boys Hate Writing both evoke a strong emotional response.  The “gross 
humor” shocks the audience, maybe even disgusting them a bit, but all in the name of illustrating what 
boys like to write about.  “Why Boys Hate Writing” does the same, but with an uncomfortable nostalgia.  
Everyone can remember at least one time when they got into trouble with a particular teacher.  I want 
Slide 6 to give the audience a needed dose of dopamine so that they can remember what it was like to 
not like something in school.   

2. They present a strong meaning before I fill in the gaps with details from my narrative. 

 Slides 10: Club NOT Tutoring and 17: Violence both present very strong ideas.  In Slide 10, I show 
a group of boys huddled together during a little-league football game.  The big idea here is that boys 
need a club-like atmosphere in order to feel safe enough to write.  I am communicating the vision for my 
after-school boys writing club, and I want the audience to “see” what I mean. 

 Slide 17 is probably the most thought-provoking of the entire presentation.  People have 40% 
better accuracy when meaning is assigned to words (Medina, 2008).  I can only hypothesize that 
accuracy increase when emotion is assigned to a powerful image.  Violence in writing is one of the main 
detractors from allowing boys to have free choice in their writing.  Teachers are afraid of letting boys 
write about war often using gory details.  The picture of Homer Simpson point a gun at the audience is 
exactly what teachers fear, especially with our history of school shootings.  This seems to contradict my 
earlier message that boys can be creative in their writing.   

 So, I want to present this big idea: there should not be a “no violence” policy in boys’ writing 
classrooms.  Instead, the discussion should be on destructive humor (which can be used effectively: i.e.: 
Dav Pilkey’s Captain Underpants) and violence (which should not be used).  Oftentimes, boys are trying 
to use funny, destructive humor and it comes across as violence.  My hope is that Slide 17 gets my 
audience’s attention and holds it.   

Design Decision #4 

 I have two images where I inserted text onto the picture.  I complemented these images 
with text because if my audience leaves the presentation with only two pieces of information, I 
want them to remember these slides.  Slide 3: What Boys Need to Write states exactly that.  Boys 
need purpose, a social atmosphere, payoff, choice, and time/space to complete quality writing.   I 
used a picture of a young boy with a red Superman cape staring off into the sky.  The bold, blue 
background allowed me to place text that “reinforces [this] same message” (Reynolds, 2010, p. 52).   

 Slide 16: The Expectation is a simple black and white image that communicates my 
expectation for my male writers.  I expect my boys to come prepared, write, respect all writing, and 
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have fun.  Both the text and the message are a clear example of a “commander’s intent” (Heath & 
Heath, 2008, p. 15).  I want the audience to find the core message in each slide, but if they only 
remember two slides, I want them to remember these.   

Design Decision #5 

 My presentation is a story.  It is the story of how I inspire a love of writing in a few male 
students each year, with the hopes that they will continue to write once they graduate.  I designed 
my presentation to tell a story, so there are only a few slides with text, and the text that is present 
reinforces my story.  I am not trying to sell a “slick, polished pitch”, but instead, I am “tak[ing] 
people on a short journey that explains the significance” of my message (Reynolds, 2010, p. 19).  I 
don’t want my presentation to be something that anyone can give using my slides.  I want my story 
to “stick” and I hope to do so by stimulating as many of my audience’s senses as possible. 

 I am not utilizing the sense of smell as I present, but “the brain seems to rely partly on past 
experience in deciding how to combine [electrical signals via our senses], so two people can 
perceive the same thing differently” (Medina, 2008, p. 239).  I think that the power of telling a story 
is that I can influence people’s thinking faster, and more permanent.  I want people to remember 
the story so that even if they interpret the facts differently, they can at least take my story into their 
own classroom and make changes to their writing instruction in a way that best fits their teaching 
style.   

4. Formative Evaluation Response 

 Since I rely heavily on how my pictures tell a narrative throughout this presentation, I want 
feedback focusing on the images over the narrative.  I would like the audience to be able to use certain 
images as support for their formative feedback. 

1. The purpose of my presentation is to teach the audience how to get boys to write, and to write 
well. With that little information, what story do you predict I will tell in my narrative?  Does my 
narrative match with your prediction? 

Peer Review A 

 Looking at the images first I had somewhat of a clue what your story would be. I figured you 
were going to talk about what boys like to write about. However, given some of the adult nature of the 
picture I was hoping that the audience would be potential adult supporters of your writing group. If I 
were to add anything to your story I would maybe add how boys can go about joining the club. 

Peer Review B 

 Your narrative will support your slides by identifying the problem boys face when it comes to 
writing. The following slides support this problem by identifying significant reasons why boys struggle. 
After you present the problem, you offer a solution which allows your audience to make a change. Your 
narrative did a great job of telling the problem. It was smooth and felt like a conversation.  

 The end seemed abrupt to me, as though you needed one more slide to finish your thoughts. Is 
there something that can be condensed? Could the “First Do No Harm” slide (last one I think) go with 
the rest of your expectations in order to offer you a space to add a reflection question or wrap-up to get 
your audience to “make a change?” 



INTE 6710 ~ Project 1  Page  7 

Comments 

 This feedback tells me that the work I spent locating powerful images paid off.  My images seem 
to tell a narrative very close to my core message, creating “curiosity [that] rises when [the audience] 
feels a gap in [their] knowledge” (Heath & Heath, 2008, p.84).  My actual presentation then fills those 
gaps of knowledge by creating “hooks” in my idea, making them experience the idea (Heath & Heath, 
2008, p.109).   

2. What do you feel is the core message of my presentation? What images best support your 
answer.  

Peer Review A 

 I believe your core message is to support the nature of boys and to adapt writing criteria to their 
“needs” to help them increase their writing abilities. Boys will be boys, why not get them excited about 
writing by letting them put their personalities in their writing pieces?  The picture that resonated with 
me the most was the picture of the women writing DISCIPLINE on the board. For me that picture 
encompassed the current problem of boy writers...they are misunderstood. 

Peer Review B 

 I think the core message is that boys need to be taught in a different manner than they have 
been in the past. I LOVED the “Bang Head Here” image – I possibly laughed out loud. The gross humor 
and “Bang Head Here” image help demonstrate that boys think differently and thus need to be taught 
differently. I thought your image on discipline was an interesting choice because the whole presentation 
is about boys not liking writing and there seems to be an implication that it is because of a woman 
teacher…What about using an old school picture of students in rows with the chalk board?  I don’t mean 
you need to change it, just a thought. 

Comments 

 Based on this feedback, I feel that I successfully communicate my core message: boys are 
creative writers.  Each peer review phrased the message in different ways, but that is what I wanted.  I 
want each teacher who views my presentation to take away the simple idea that boys are capable 
writers and use this knowledge in their own classrooms. 

 Peer Review B felt that Slide 6: Why Boys Hate Writing had misogynistic undertones; mainly that 
the reason boys do not like writing is that they do not like female teachers.  I have spent some time 
considering whether to revise this slide with a more gender neutral slide.  However, I feel that I am 
going to keep the slide as is because although there is no causal link between boys’ dislike of writing and 
female teachers, the reality is that almost 90% of elementary school teachers are female and many of 
these teachers are finding a disconnect with their male students (NCES, 2008).  I do not want to imply 
that only male teachers can get male students to write, however, I do mention in my presentation the 
need for more male role models in elementary education. 

3. What do you think is the reason for the gender gap in Writing? What image best supports your 
answer?  
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Peer Review A 

 This question was hard to answer based solely on the images. However I’d say the reason would 
be boy frustration or writing content not engaging to boys. The best pictures that support this answer 
are the first picture with the boy scratching his head in confusion/frustration and then the “Bang Head 
Here” picture. 

Peer Review B 

 From your images, the gender gap appears because boys feel too many restraints when it comes 
to their learning. The “Superheroes” and “Boys vs. Girls” images helped to solidify that a gender gap 
exists. Your audio has reiterated that there is a gap and part of it is because of the limited male role 
models in boys’ lives. 

Comments 

 The images appear to coincide with my explanation for the gender gap in American education.  
If I were to have more time with each slide, I would be able to explain further specific reasons for this 
trend.   However, given the twenty-second time limit per slide, I think I do an adequate job explaining 
the gender gap. 

4. What are some ways you can make your Writing classroom more boy-friendly?  

Peer Review A 

 Again, I’m not sure I could answer this question based only on your images. Maybe if text 
phrases or clues were added this would be possible. However, after listening to your audio I now know 
that I can make my Writing classroom more boy friendly by letting them write about things that interest 
them within a small perimeter of boundary (no violence). 

Peer Review B 

 Give the boys choice in what they write as well as help them find purpose in their writing 
whether they choose something gross or opposite of what girls write about. Boys also need time to work 
and talk about their writing. 

Comments 

 Pecha Kucha does not allow for much elaboration.  I feel that the images clearly communicate 
ways teachers can make their classrooms boy-friendly.  My narrative then provides specific examples for 
teachers to use.  If I were to give this presentation to a live audience, I would definitely have some hand-
outs for teachers to take back with them to their classrooms. 

 

 



INTE 6710 ~ Project 1  Page  9 

5. Which images best communicate to you? What do they communicate?  

Peer Review A 

 I really enjoyed the picture of the football team connecting the idea of teamwork. I thought this 
picture really created an emotional tie of motivation, encouragement and spurring one another on. 
Everything you’d hope from your boy writers. 

Peer Review A (Misc.) 

 I really enjoyed all of your visuals. I thought they really supported your narration and purpose.  

 Your timing was perfect for each slide….the transitions were flawless 

 In the slide with the stick-man writing with a huge pencil where the text says, “You must write…” 
The first part was cut off on the mp4 version I reviewed.  

 I like the way you use literature examples of what you were referring to (Captain Underpants, Dead 
Poets Society).  

Peer Review B 

 Image one with the boy scratching his head puts a picture to the everyday struggle students and 
teachers face when it comes to writing for boys. The second image, with the space for banging ones’ 
head, adds to the first picture and brings to the forefront how boys feel. I wonder for the second 
picture, did you play with color? What would it look like with the superhero/comic strip depiction of the 
word bang? It may connect back to the superhero piece of boys’ writing.  

 In Image Three, I am a really big fan of the image, but not so much the text. It seems very 
PowerPoint like compared to the rest of your slides. Could you move the text around (diagonal, 
centered vertically?). Again, maybe there is a format you could borrow from a superhero theme. 

 I feel that these questions will give me the most information about my presentation.  I want the 
audience to focus on my core message, reasons for a gender gap in Writing, and making a classroom 
and/or writing lesson more boy-friendly.   

Comments 

 I purposefully chose large, full color or black and white images for this presentation.  I wanted 
the big pictures to reflect my big message.  The only theme I follow throughout the presentation is that 
of boys and writing.  I appreciate Peer Review B’s comments about making the slides more stylistically 
consistent (i.e.: having a superhero/comic strip theme).  However, not all boys love writing comics, and 
not all boys enjoy reading about superheroes.  I do not want to confuse my audience with an almost 
subliminal message that you need to use comics and superheroes in your classroom to get boys to write.  
Many boys are inspired by Edgar Allan Poe horror and Gary Paulsen’s adventure.  I want teachers to use 
what works, and the only way to know what works with the boys in a particular class is to form a 
relationship with these male students.   

 Teach by whatever means necessary. 
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