
Stage 1: Identify Desired Learning Outcomes 

Establish Goals: 
Based on Colorado Model Content Standards for Reading and Writing 
Colorado Content Standards: (1) Students read and understand a variety of materials. 

 Use comprehension skills such as previewing, predicting, inferring, comparing and 
contrasting, re-reading and self-monitoring, summarizing, identifying author’s purpose, and 
determining the main idea. 

 Apply knowledge of foreshadowing, metaphor, simile, symbolism, and other figures of 
speech. 

Colorado Content Standards: (4) Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and viewing. 

 Students will use above mentioned comprehension strategies independently. 
 
Prior Knowledge: 
1. Students will need to have some prior knowledge of the Great Depression as Bud, Not Buddy is a 

historical fiction novel.   
2. Students will need to have some prior knowledge of prejudice and racism toward African 

Americans. 
 
Big Idea: 
1. I want students to monitor their own progress of using comprehension skills (reading strategies) 

in order to guide and accelerate their reading development. 

Stage 2: Create Assessments for Learning 

Observations: 

 Students taking active reading notes (2-column) during face-to-face meetings. 

 Students answering varying levels of comprehension questions using complete sentences 
(based on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Questioning) 

 Students asking insightful questions/observations during online discussions and/or face-to-
face class discussion 

 Students practicing each reading strategy in their Reading Journals during face-to-face 
meetings (predictions, questions, inferences, determining important ideas, etc…) 

 
Assessments: 

 Assessments will be both formative and summative.   
 
Student Work: 

 Performance tasks will include end of novel test (summative), discussion questions, both in 
class and online (formative and participatory), comprehension questions throughout 
(formative homework assessment), and reading journals (formative, guided practice). 

 
Measurement: 

 Performances of learning goals will be judged on completeness of homework assignments, 
quality of discussion, and knowledge of key plot details (end-of-novel test). 

 Students will reflect on learning throughout novel. 
 
 
 



Stage 3: Devise Learning Activities 

Learning Activities: 

 Course will be a hybrid of online and face-to-face meetings.  Face-to-face meetings will be 
Monday-Friday from 12:00 noon-12:45 PM (Reading block).  Online meeting times will be 
established in class during first week of study. 

 Images will be an important aspect of our study of Bud, Not Buddy.  I will frequently use 
images of the Great Depression, specifically highlighting prejudice and racism towards 
African Americans during this time. 

 In class discussions, in the form of a Socratic seminar, will generate and hold student 
engagement.  I will continue this engagement online by using various Web 2.0 tools such as 
podcasts of novel, video clips, blogging, etc… 

 I will connect the novel to the students’ lives by emphasizing the main character’s 
development as a ten-year-old boy. 

 Students will have many opportunities to evaluate, rethink, and revise their understanding 
through online discussions, concrete-specific feedback on all assignments, and during 
individual reading conferences. 

 Learning activities will be tailored to the reading level of each student.  Bud, Not Buddy is a 
5th Grade level book; however, the reading strategies will match the reading levels present 
in class.   

 


